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imagination. The iirst great discovery of the real
nature of the stars did, in fact, logically or not,
break up more effectually than perhaps any other
cause, the old narrow and stilling conception of the
universe represented by Dante's superlative power;
and made incredible the systems based on the concep-
tion that man can be the centre of all things and the
universe created for the sake of this place. It is
enough to point to the similar change clue to modern
theories of evolution. The impassable barriers of
thought are broken down. Instead of the verbal
explanation, which made every plant and animal an
ultimate and inexplicable fact, \ve now see in each
a movement in an indefinite series of complex
processes, stretching back further than the eye can
reach into the indefinite past. If we are sometimes
stunned by the sense of inconceivable vastness, we
feel, at least, that no intellectual conqueror need
ever be affected by the old fear. For him there will
always be fresh regions to conquer. Every discovery
suggests new problems; and though knowledge may
be simplified and codified, it will always supply a
base for fresh explanations of the indefinite regions
beyond* Can that which is true of the physical
sciences be applied in any degree to the so-called
moral sciences ? To Bentham, I believe, is ascribed
the wish that he could fall asleep and be waked at